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It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation for Rachelle Galang who completed her fifth year Intern Teaching year at Red Cedar Elementary School in East Lansing, Michigan during the 2012 and 2013 school year. Rachelle has been an exceptional teacher who values every student, their families, and our learning community.  

East Lansing is a suburban community adjacent to the capital city of Michigan and it is the home of Michigan State University. The population is over 50,000 and the city has a diverse socio-economic population ranging from working class to middle class/professional families. Red Cedar serves both neighborhood families and 25% “School of Choice” applicants. During the 2012-2013 school year Red Cedar served 260 students who spoke a total of 31 languages and came from over 44 countries. The mobility rate of the school is 60% with only 12% of students completing kindergarten through fourth grade in the school. Red Cedar is also distinct in that it houses a Basic Classroom. 

Rachelle was assigned to teach in our fourth grade team-teaching classroom with forty-eight students.  The students within the team reflected the diverse culture of Red Cedar including five students who were beginning English speakers, twelve students who were intermediate English speakers, and one student who received speech support services.

Rachelle Galang has done a remarkable job as an Intern Teacher at Red Cedar Elementary School.  I worked with Rachelle specifically in Science.  Rachelle worked with me to bring Consumer Energy and the Think Energy Program to the fourth grade; helped develop a wetland exploration including a field trip to Meijer Gardens and Hoffmaster State Park; organized a silent auction during Book Bingo that paid for that trip; facilitated bringing a Mars Exploration program to the fourth grade; made arrangements with Michigan State University for participation in Science Festival; and made arrangements to participate in the Water Festival at Michigan State University.  These are absolutely remarkable accomplishments for any instructor but they reflect the concern and thoughtfulness that Rachelle brings to understanding her students and creating activities that allow her students to apply and understand what they are learning using real life applications.
Acts as an Educated Person

Rachelle is one of the most effective communicators and educators I have had the pleasure to work with.   As an instructor Rachelle strives to understand the idea being presented as well as how her audience understands the concept.  Rachelle is always calm, supportive, and reflective in her work with others. She is a very effective listener who respects the voice of each participant.  Rachelle uses technology and is not afraid to rebundle concepts to meet the needs of individual students. 
Teaches Elementary Subject Matters

Rachelle has done a powerful job of planning units and integrating units across curriculum areas in an engaging and meaningful way that values the diversity of his learners.  Rachelle has blended technology using Smart Notebook and a powerful website with authentic learning experiences.  

In addition, Rachelle strives to diversify materials to meet the learning needs of her students.

In science, Rachelle used the Scientific Method as a way of finding out.  Every experiment had a purpose or question to guide investigation. This was later translated into a claim when students wrote essays.  Rachelle again would use video clips as ways to provide a shared understanding of a concept and connect subject matter beyond the school.  Then she would coach the class about the importance of doing things the same way to promote reliability and then have multiple tries to create validity.  After, she collected information she would use graphs and tables as tools to gather and organize information. Lastly, she would ask groups to write a claim or conclusion supported by evidence and synthesizes how these claims effect how we live.

Works With Students as Individuals

Rachelle is amazing with students.  She respects and treasures the cultural diversity that exists in our global community.  She is calm and even as she works with students.  She is very interested in how students understand an idea so she is patient as students explain their thinking.  She believes in the power of each individual to create and is supportive of a student’s ideas.  Rachelle is masterful at monitoring students’ understanding, building on students’ ideas and adjusting instruction based on ongoing assessment. 

Organizes a Class, Manages a Class, As an Environment for Learning

Rachelle did a remarkable job of establishing a culture for learning.  They felt safe and warm in the caring atmosphere that Rachelle provided for them.  Rachelle used procedures that were carefully structured to prompt responsible student behavior. She instituted small group procedures, large group procedures, voice levels, teacher led groups, and center expectations that were specific and well planned out.  However, what Rachelle excelled at was her ability to acknowledge responsible behavior that was specific and age-appropriate.  

Rachelle has very strong management techniques.  She taught the students how to both agree and disagree politely.  She developed roles for students so that everyone felt connected with learning.  She modeled appropriate behavior as she worked with students and used prompting as a tool to correct behavior before it happened.  

Joins a Faculty and a School

Rachelle was in every sense of the word a professional.  She always acted in a dependable and ethical manner. She is a reflective listener who considers her words and actions carefully but has a clear vision of the community she is working within.  Rachelle has participated in a wide variety of activities to support the school beginning with car line in the morning two days a week.  Co organized Book Bingo for our school with over three hundred people attending, giving away over a thousand books, and raising $1,400 for the fourth grade Spring Field Trip.  

Engages Guardians and Community

Rachelle has been an outstanding communicator and listener with our parents and guardians.  She is very respected by our families.  They appreciate her carefulness, thoughtfulness, and calm delivery of instruction with their children. She is a very positive person with everyone she works with and listens in a way that shows belief in the importance of each individual.  Rachelle honors the classroom and honors our families.

I feel that Miss. Galang is a tremendous asset to any school district.  She is absolutely ethical and professional.  I have never known Rachelle not to act in a civil manner to others but rather fair and respectful.  Rachelle uses her time carefully and uses resources to attain the highest goals. We will miss her, and we wish Rachelle the best in what I am sure will be a powerful and productive future in education. 
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